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SEMINAR ON THE HISTORIOGRAPHY OF EARLY JAZZ

INSTRUCTOR: Professor John Szwed

This seminar will undertake critical reading of the earliest commentaries on jazz
(including the writings of musicians, literary critics, educators, the popular press, and
artists (especially the Futurists, Surrealists, and Dadaists), and of the first attempts at jazz
history. Discussion will include the dates and characteristics of the earliest jazz, the role
of race in jazz commentary, and the place of jazz in twentieth century discourse.
Recordings and films will supplement the readings.

REQUIRED READINGS:

Because this seminar will require participants to explore their own areas of interest in
early jazz writing (see the enclosed reading list), no text book will be used, though
everyone will read the articles and news clips reprinted in Karl Koenig’s Jazz in Print:
1856-1929 (Pendragon Press, 2002)

WEEKLY TOPICS

Week 1: What is Jazz? When and Where Does It Begin?

Week 2: Bibliography and Discography of Jazz

Week 3: Bibliography and Discography of Jazz (cont’d)

Week 4: The Early Literature On Jazz in the United States

Week 5: The Early Literature On Jazz in the United States (cont’d)

Week 6: The Early Literature On Jazz in Europe

Week 7: The Early Literature On Jazz in Europe (cont’d)

Week 8: The European Avant-Garde Discovers Jazz

Week 9: Race in Early Jazz Writing

Week 10: James Reese Europe, the Dixieland Jazz Band, and Paul Whiteman

Week 11: Dance and Jazz



Week 12: Swing
Week 13: Moldy Figs vs. Modernists

Week 14: Bebop

EARLY JAZZ HISTORY AND CRITICISM BIBLIOGRAPHY
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Ansermet, Ernest. “Sur un Orchestré Négre,” Revue Romande, October, 1919 (reprinted
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Hernandez, Juan. “La Confession d’un enfant du jazz.” In “La France decouvre le jazz,
special issue of Jazz Magazine (Paris), No. 325 (January, 1984), Pp. 64-65, 84

Hobson, Wilder. American Jazz Music. NY: Norton, 1939
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as “The Location of ‘Jazz” in Robert Walser, ed. Keeping Time: Readings in Jazz
History. NY: Oxford, 1999)

Jazz Advertised 19 10-1967. Vol. 1: Out of the New England Negro Press 19 10-1934,
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Manhood, 1984

Locke, Alain L. The Negro and His Music. Washington, DC, 1936

The Master Musician (1919-21) [complete run (photocopy) available from Tom Gracyk,
tgracyk@garlic.com)
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Wilson, Edmund. “The Aesthetic Upheaval in France: The Influence of Jazz in Paris and
Americanization of French Literature and Art,” Vanity Fair, , Vol. 17 (February
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Inside Be-Bop. NY: Robbins, 1949

Finkelstein, Sidney. Jazz: A People’s Music. NY: Citadel, 1948
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Newton, Frankie [Eric Hobsbawm]. The Jazz Scene. London: MacGibbon & Kee, 1959
“New Directions in Jazz Research,” Record Changer, July-August, 1953, pp. 8-22
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